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habbat Shalom: You have written a
significant book on Dispensationalism;
could you tell us what raised your interest in that matter?

Steve Wohlberg: Ever since I first discovered
Jesus as my Messiah at age twenty, I have been
keenly interested in prophecy. In fact, the very
first religious book I ever read was The Late Great
Planet Earth by Hal Lindsey, a major dispensational author. As a new believer who realized Jesus Christ came once, I became deeply interested
in His return. Yet through studying the prophecies of Daniel and Revelation, I soon realized
that just like some ancient rabbis were mistaken
about the Messiah’s first coming, even so many
Christian scholars – Mr. Lindsey included – are
mistaken about His return. Because I feel called
to teach both the gospel and prophetic truths, I
am concerned about people believing false doctrines about the end-times. I wrote End Time
Delusions to clarify the issues.
Shabbat Shalom: The impact of media evangelists like Pat Robertson, Hal Lindsey and
books and films such as Left Behind have popularized the theories of Dispensationalism

in the United States. Could you explain to us
these theories?
Wohlberg: Dispensationalists teach that human history is divided
into distinct periods

Steve Wohlberg is
Speaker/Director of
Endtime Insights Radio and TV Ministry,
hosts the national radio show, World News and
the Bible, and writes a monthly column for Wisconsin Christian News. TV producer and author
of ten books, he is highly respected for his simple
style and clear teaching. Mr. Wohlberg has been
guest on over 300 radio shows, including CNN
Radio, USA Radio, Cable Radio Network, American Family Radio, and many others. His newest work, Hour of the Witch: Harry Potter, Wicca
Witchcraft, and the Bible (Destiny Image), offers
penetrating insights into the explosive growth of
Wicca Witchcraft among teenagers and adults. He
currently lives in Paso Robles, CA, with his wife,
Kristin, son Seth Michael, and their dog, Rerun.

SHABBAT SHALOM 13

The very first religious book I ever read was The Late Great Planet Earth by Hal Lindsey, a
major dispensational author.
or dispensations, the most notable of which is
Shabbat Shalom: Why have these views bethe Old Testament “Age of Law” in contrast to
come so popular?
the New Testament “Age of Grace,” also called
“the Church Age.” Dispensationalists contend
Wohlberg: There are many reasons: 1) Milthat because Israel as a nation failed to receive its
lions sense we’re in the end-times and want to
Messiah, God switched His focus to the church
understand prophecy. Events like September
in the Church Age. Yet He still remembers His
11, Asia’s tsunami, and hurricane Katrina spark
promises to Israel and will finally switch back to
questions like, “What’s going on?” 2) DispensaIsrael during an apocalyptic “seven-year period
tionalists say, “The Bible is true, we’re in the endof tribulation” after
times, Jesus is coming,
Dispensationalists teach that human history
the church is removed
get ready!” In spite of
is
divided
into
distinct
periods
or
dispensafrom the earth in the
their errors, these
tions, the most notable of which is the Old basics are true, and
rapture. That’s where
Daniel 9:27 comes
Testament “Age of Law” in contrast to the people are respondin, which deals with a
ing to this. 3) Human
New Testament “Age of Grace,” also called “the
special “one week” or
beings love stories;
seven-year period ap- Church Age.” Dispensationalists contend that that’s why Jesus told
plicable to Israel at the because Israel as a nation failed to receive its parables. Left Behind is
conclusion of a larger Messiah, God switched His focus to the church Dispensationalism in
“seventy weeks” prophthe form of a thrilling,
in the Church Age.
ecy (Daniel 9:24-27).
fast-paced, apocalyptic
Dispensationalists say that the first 69 weeks
novel. This has contributed to Dispensationalism’s popularity. Of course, money and market(483 years) of Daniel’s prophecy reached to Jesus
the Messiah, but because the majority of Israel
ing have played a major role. 4) The idea that
refused Jesus, God stopped the clock, and the
Christians will be raptured to heaven and escape
earth’s last tribulation is appealing. No one wants
Church Age began. After the rapture, the clock
will start ticking again. Then the final “seven-year
to suffer. This we-won’t-be-here-when-the-trouperiod” will occur during which God will fulfill
ble-starts notion sounds good. Millions want it
all His ancient promises to the Jews. If we are
to be true. This is a big reason for Dispensationpart of the church, we’ll be gone. The final “sevalism’s popularity; yet it is an End Time Deluen-year period of tribulation” primarily concerns
sion. We’re not going anywhere until the Second
Jews. Thus, in a nutshell, it’s Israel (during the
Coming and the End of the World. If Christians
first 69 weeks) – then the Church Age (when the
don’t develop a strong relationship with God, the
clocked stopped) – then back to Israel during the
danger is that “in times of testing [they will] fall
th
tribulation (the 70 week). This is Dispensaaway” (Luke 8:13). When the storm hits, those
tionalism. This is Left Behind.
on the sand will be blown away. Only those on
the Rock will stand (see Matthew 7:24-27)
The idea that Christians will be raptured to heaven and escape earth’s last tribulation is appealing. No one wants to suffer.
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Shabbat Shalom: How do Jewish people react
to these theories, considering that they seem to
imply sympathy towards Israel?

Shabbat Shalom: Because of the apostasy of
the Church and its abuses (2000 years of antiSemitism and Holocaust) the Jews could not
embrace the Christian Message. Will God reject them anyway regardless of that context?

Wohlberg: Personally, I think most Jews don’t
pay much heed to all of this, although some are
glad for Dispensationalism’s strong position
Wohlberg: Hostility against Jewish people by socalled ‘Christians’ is cruel and denies Jesus Christ,
that Israel still has a divine right to the land and
the greatest Jew who ever lived, the One who died
shouldn’t share it with Palestinians (this coincides
with Dispensationalism’s prediction that Israel
for Jews and Gentiles. God understands the cirmust fully control the land during the “tribulacumstances of every life. If a Jewish person rejects
tion”). Politically, I think some Israeli leaders apJesus because the only ‘Jesus’ he knows about is
preciate Dispensationalist support. On the other
someone who delights in watching Jewish blood
hand, such appreciation
drip, God understands
only goes so far, and many Many Jews who delve deeper into Left this. In this case, it isn’t
Jews who delve deeper into Behind theology cringe at the idea
the real Jesus who is being
Left Behind theology cringe
that millions of Israelis will be wiped rejected, but “another Jeat the idea that millions of
sus” (2 Corinthians 11:3);
out by Antichrist or Russians during
Israelis will be wiped out
that is, a false Christ. God
the “tribulation”.
by Antichrist or Russians
doesn’t reject Jews today
during the “tribulation”. Thus reactions fluctubecause some Jews rejected Christ two thousand
ate between indifference, appreciation for supyears ago, nor because they disdain a false Christ.
port for the State of Israel, and disgust at where
God is no rejecter of persons (see Romans 2:11).
Dispensationalism’s end-time scenario eventually
He is “just and true” in all His ways (Revelation
leads – to the death of millions of Jews in the
15:3). God rejects people who truly reject Him.
end-times.
He also judges everyone fairly, based on the light
they have (see James 4:11). Jews today aren’t reShabbat Shalom: One of the arguments used
jected by God just for being Jews. This is ridiculous. I’m Jewish! I’m now a believer in my Mesby Dispensationalists is the “miracle” of the creation of the State of Israel that has led to the
siah, and in a God of love.
gathering of the Jews from all over the world.
How would you respond to this argument? Are
Shabbat Shalom: Even if we do not believe
the biblical texts indeed referring to that modthat the creation of the State of Israel is the fulern event?
fillment of biblical prophecy, even if we do not
embrace the Dispensationalist ideas, does that
Wohlberg: This is a complex question and I’ll
mean that we exclude the Jewish people from a
only treat it briefly here. For the Old Testament
positive theological perspective?
texts that are quoted to support a 1948 fulfillment,
most apply to Israel’s return after the Babylonian
Wohlberg: Not at all. Nothing I have written
captivity. Lifting them from their context and apso far implies this. For a “positive theological perplying them to 1948 is really stretching things.
spective” toward Jewish people, we only need to
read the New Testament. Jesus was Jewish. His
twelve disciples were Jewish. The early church
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Hostility against Jewish people by so-called ‘Christians’ is cruel and denies Jesus Christ, the
greatest Jew who ever lived, the One who died for Jews and Gentiles.
in Acts 2 was Jewish. The 3000 who were baphave broken God’s Law and need forgiveness.
tized on Pentecost were all Jews (Acts 2:5, 41).
Even the best Jews are guilty. “All have sinned”
Every New Testament writer was Jewish (except
(Romans 3:23), wrote Paul, a Jew.
Luke). Paul said the gospel should be preached
to “the Jew first” (Romans 1:16). While saying
Shabbat Shalom: Dispensationalists argue
this, we should realize that our Savior loves Jews
that because Jews keep the Law and Chrisand Gentiles equally. “For there is no distinction
tians have the Messiah, we have two different
between Jew and Greek, for the same Lord over
and irreconcilable dispensations.Wouldn’t this
all is rich to all who call upon Him” (Romans
difference rather testify complementarity and
10:12). This is the messhow the need for learnJews today aren’t rejected by God just
sage of the New Testaing from each other?
for
being
Jews.
This
is
ridiculous.
I’m
Jewment. Jesus died “for the
sins of the whole world” ish! I’m now a believer in my Messiah, Wohlberg: Definitely.
(1 John 2:2). Any hatred and in a God of love.
Dispensationalists are untowards Jews or Gentiles
balanced. Their Old Tesis “anti-Christ” and contrary to His spirit of love
tament = Law versus New Testament = Grace
for all humanity (see John 3:16).
perspective flies against the Bible. The Old Testament is full of grace (“Noah found grace in
Shabbat Shalom: What about the Jewish testithe eyes of the Lord” Genesis 6:8) and the New
mony of the Law considering the fact that many
Testament has plenty of Law (“If you love Me,
Christians have rejected the Law?
keep my commandments” John 14:15). Law creates a need for grace, and grace not only forgives,
Wohlberg: Most Jewish people I know have no
but enables us to keep the Law. The balance is
“testimony of the Law.” They’re as secular as the
in this text: “Here is the patience of the saints,
average evolutionist. This is tragic. But for those
here are they that keep the commandments of
who are religious and who truly do promote the
God and the faith of Jesus” (Revelation 14:12).
authority of God’s Law, such testimony is exAs far as Christians and Jews, yes, if we are willtremely valuable. The law in the Old Testament
ing and humble enough to do it, we can all learn
often refers to the first five books of Moses. More
from each other. Many Jews have a much deeper
specifically, it refers to the Ten Commandments.
respect for the Scriptures and God’s Law than
Jesus Christ taught, lived, and promoted the
many Christians. We can learn from this. Yet Jews
law, not only as an expression of God’s will for
can learn from Christians too. For thousands of
man, but as that which pointed forward to His
years (while the temple was standing) they saclife and supreme sacrifice. To reject the law is to
rificed lambs. Christians understand that those
reject what points to and creates a need for the
very sacrifices pointed forward to “the Lamb of
Savior. Religious Jews who uphold the Law of
God who takes away the sin of the world” ( John
God have an important moral message for our
1:29). That Lamb has come. He offers grace. We
godless world, and even law-rejecting so-called
all need a Savior.
‘Christians’ should learn from them. On the other hand, true Christians promote a Savior whom
Shabbat Shalom: Dispensationalists imagine
Jews desperately need because they themselves
that the future of Israel and the Jews is not go16 SHABBAT SHALOM

Many Jews have a much deeper respect for the Scriptures and God’s Law than many Christians. We can learn from this.
ing to be pleasant, that they are still to suffer
another Holocaust. Isn’t such theory a dangerous one as it instills in the mind the anti-Semitic idea that the Jews are always bound to
suffer under God’s Judgment?
Wohlberg: Perhaps so. Bible prophecy – correctly understood – doesn’t point toward some
future, special slaughter of Jews during an apocalyptic seven-year tribulation. This is Left Behind
nonsense, not fact. God hasn’t destined millions
of Jews to suffer under an evil Antichrist during
time’s last sliver. Then again, all true Christians
will suffer persecution, and this includes both
Jews and Gentiles (see 2 Timothy 3:12). From
what I read in my Bible, God will have a combined Jew-Gentile “remnant” who bear the dragon’s wrath and keep all of His commandments
(see Galatians 3:29; 6:14-16; Revelation 12:17),
which are fulfilled in love for God and man (see
Matthew 22:37-40). All hatred, whether against
Jews, African Americans, or even Palestinians, is
against the heart of Jesus Christ.

do our best to treat everyone fairly, including Dispensationalists. Generally speaking, I don’t think
Dispensationalists as a group are anti-Semitic;
they’re just confused about end-time prophecy.
Some might use Dispensationalism’s prophetic
views as an excuse to promote their own antiSemitism, but those who do probably don’t need
Dispensationalism as a reason for it. They would
probably do it anyway. The solution to all prejudice, anti-Semitism, and hatred toward anyone is
an intimate relationship with the One who said,
“God so loved the world…” ( John 3:16). May God
help us all to reflect that love!  
To reject the law is to reject what points to
and creates a need for the Savior. Religious
Jews who uphold the Law of God have an
important moral message for our godless
world, and even law-rejecting so-called
‘Christians’ should learn from them.

Shabbat Shalom: Someone said that Dispensationalism is another expression of traditional
anti-Semitism? Could you comment on this
statement?
Wohlberg: I don’t really think this is a fair statement. Dispensationalists generally love Jewish
people and support the State of Israel, often with
their own money. They have helped many Russian
Jews return to their home state. Any anti-Semitic
elements (such as Jews being slaughtered during
the “tribulation”) stem, not from any inner hostility toward the Jews per se, but from the way they
interpret Bible prophecy and their application of
Daniel’s 70th week to the future. While Jews have
been treated unfairly throughout history by Christians and others, as followers of Jesus we should
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